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to the health of Americans. Today we are
unveiling a proposal that sends a signal that
we have zero tolerance for prescription drug
Internet sites that ignore Federal and State
laws and harm patient safety and health. Dis-
pensing medications through the Internet
without prescriptions or licenses must stop.

Statement on Fiscal Year 2001
Housing Vouchers

December 29, 1999

I am pleased to announce that my budget
for FY 2001 will include $690 million for
120,000 new housing vouchers to help Amer-
ica’s hard-pressed working families. These
housing vouchers subsidize the rents of low
income Americans, helping them to move
closer to job opportunities. Housing vouchers
are a critical part of my administration’s ef-
forts to reform welfare, reward work, support
working families, and provide affordable
housing for low income families.

In today’s booming economy, about two-
thirds of new jobs are being created in the
suburbs—far from where many low income
families live. These new housing vouchers
will enable families to move closer to a new
job, reduce a long commute, or secure more
stable housing that will help them get or keep
a job. We should use 32,000 of the 120,000
new housing vouchers to help families mov-
ing from welfare to work and to use 18,000
vouchers to help homeless individuals and
families secure permanent housing.

Last year we worked with Congress to se-
cure 50,000 housing vouchers, the first in 4
years. This November we fought hard to pro-
vide 60,000 additional vouchers for hard-
pressed working families in the final FY 2000
budget agreement—after having been elimi-
nated by both the House and Senate bills.
As we work on the next budget, I urge Con-
gress to join me in a bipartisan effort to fund
new housing vouchers that will make housing
more affordable for more working
Americans.

Letter to the Chairman of the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations
Reporting on a Declaration of the
Venezuela-United States Tax
Convention
December 29, 1999

Dear Mr. Chairman:
In accordance with the resolution of advice

and consent to ratification of the Convention
Between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government of
the Republic of Venezuela for the Avoidance
of Double Taxation and the Prevention of
Fiscal Evasion with Respect to Taxes on In-
come and Capital, together with a Protocol,
adopted by the Senate of the United States
on November 5, 1999, I hereby certify that:

In connection with Declaration (1), New
Venezuelan Tax Law:

(i) the new Venezuelan tax law has been
enacted in accordance with Ven-
ezuelan law;

(ii) the Department of Treasury, in con-
sultation with the Department of
State, has thoroughly examined the
new Venezuelan tax law; and

(iii) the new Venezuelan tax law is fully
consistent with and appropriate to the
obligations under the Convention.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: The letter was sent to Jesse Helms, chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on December 30.

Message on the Observance
of a New Millennium
December 30, 1999

Warm greetings to all Americans as we
welcome a new century and a new millen-
nium. This rare moment in our history is a
time for hope and reflection, a time to recog-
nize both the challenges and the opportuni-
ties that will face us in the coming years.

We have much to celebrate on this won-
derful occasion and many reasons to be
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